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Can you tell us a little bit about Change
for Planet and your work in relation to
youth engagement and gender? 
Change for Planet was established after
we hosted the first LCOY (Local
Conference of Youth) in Italy, which hosted
200 participants. After the success of this
event we decided to establish an NGO
with the purpose of spreading education
on climate change and creating projects
on environmental issues. All members of
Change For Planet bring a specific area of
expertise shaped by their professional and
academic backgrounds. Within the group,
I have contributed my passion for
ecofeminism. 

What activities have you undertaken
since receiving funding through the
Ecofeminist Movement Building Fund?
We started with a simple question: how
can we empathize with people facing the
impacts of climate change on the other
side of the world if we are not yet aware of
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the struggles experienced by people in our own communities? We
developed creative workshops based on empathy, dividing people
in couples, with one person sharing their experience with climate
change and sustainability, and the other painting what they hear
and then the other way around. The core message: listen more to
each other and increase understanding. 

The second year we used the funds to host the first screening of our
documentary on climate justice, shot in the Amazon with
Indigenous Peoples, youth and climate movements. For us, this
project was an opportunity to build a lasting relationship of trust
with Amazonian communities. Rather than simply documenting
their stories and leaving, we sought to create a genuine exchange
that carries on to this day. We hosted the premiere for around 100
people, including journalists and NGO representatives.

Furthermore, we organised a trip to Sicily specifically for some
members of Change for Planet (around 16 people). We chose this
region to explore Southern Europe, a place along major migration
routes where the impacts of climate change and social injustices
intersect and reinforce one another. During our time there, we had
the opportunity to meet organizations working to create conditions
that enable young people to stay and build their futures locally
rather than being forced to migrate elsewhere. We also engaged
with the Mayor of Ferla, a small town that has placed sustainability
at the heart of its development strategy. In addition, we watched a
documentary about the Fascia Trasformata, an agricultural area
where many migrant workers endure long hours of labor under
extreme temperatures to support intensive greenhouse vegetable
production.

Why is it important that youth are represented in this space? 
It is important that all ages are represented. What I saw in Bonn is
also that there are not many old people present. I think one of the
greatest added values comes from listening to people who have
spent years working on these issues. I had the chance to meet a
Peruvian woman who has long been engaged in advocating for
Indigenous knowledge at the Women and Gender Constituency
meeting. I found her presence necessary here. 
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Young people are the ones who will inherit the future being
designed through these negotiations. Their capacity to translate
complex concepts into clear messages and to bring new
perspectives into the room is a crucial asset, making their
meaningful participation in the negotiations indispensable. 

Why is Bonn an important space for your organisation and what
learning do you hope to take back to Change for Planet? 
It is great to be here because I have not earlier engaged in the
intersessionals, only at COP. I thought that it would be too technical
and reserved for specific negotiations, but there are many
important discussions that take place here, like on Oceans and
Gender that I follow. However, these negotiations are, in fact, better
for network strengthening. Since COPs are filled with way more
people and you spend most of your time running around and you
can get overwhelmed by the rhythm. Bonn is a good moment to
connect. Secondly, it is an important moment to shape what we
can do at COP. 

What is your final take-away?
After this experience I can say that nothing is lost. After COP29 in
Baku, I left with a strong sense that an important opportunity had
been missed. It was difficult not to feel discouraged by the gap
between what is needed and what was achieved. But negotiations
are still a good instrument. Whilst - yes - they should be revised, at
the same time, the negotiations are full of people trying their best. 

T H E R E  I S  S T I L L  S O
M U C H  W E  C A N  D O
B Y  B R I N G I N G
S C I E N T I F I C  A N D
I N T E R S E C T I O N A L
P E R S P E C T I V E S  I N T O
T H E  N E G O T I A T I O N S .
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