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Increased ocean
temperature

Rising incidence of coral bleaching due to
thermal stress

Loss of coral reefs can damage the tourism industry, a
sector in which women comprise 46 percent of the

workforce.

Increased drought and
water shortage

Increased extreme weather
events

Gender-differentiated impacts 
Climate change effects Potential Risks Examples Potential effects on women

Direct

Indirect 



Gender & Climate Change in Colombia - The flower
industry in “Sabana de Bogotá” as an example  

By 2014, the flower sector was generating
68% of employment in the municipality

aprox 140.000 people, most of whom are women:
60% as staff and 62% in production.

The economic development agenda of past and present Colombian governments was centred upon growth as the
ultimate goal at the expense of food production and the protection of the lifestyle of local communities ==> 

there is an existing tension between growth and its devastating consequences for the environment 

The flower industry in Colombia was described as one of the major
development success stories of the 80s, by the World Bank
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Neoliberal policies affecting women & the environment

Boserup explored the gendered
division of labour in agriculture as

well as women’s centrality in
subsistence production. This

prevalent role made them more
sensitive to protecting the

environment.

In other words, the fact that women
are in charge of planting crops to be
consumed by the household (corn,

plantain, rice, to provide a few
examples) makes them more

attuned to changes in climate that
bring droughts or flooding, as well
as to practicing the best ways to

protect nature.

a) Health impacts on women & the environment

Health impacts for the human body:
Workers are exposed to a very intensive pesticide crop and working conditions are taxing.
varicose vein problems and pain in the vertebral column and knees due to long standing or
bending
respiratory diseases because of constant contact with pesticides and soil moisture 

Health impacts for the environment
Flower production has changed the land, impacted water bodies, and transformed the landscape:

Large swaths of very productive land are being used to cultivate flowers for export instead of
food.
transformed the land that was mostly devoted to livestock and agricultural production for local
supply. 
various subterranean water reserves are under threat & soil composition is feared to have been
modified dramatically.
transformed the life of many inhabitants because of the dirt produced by continued passing of
flower transportation trucks over unmade roads. 
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b) Free trade & a new airport 

Both the airport and the free trade zone are the result of development policies and projects designed for this area,
and reflect the central role of the capital city, national government centrality in its design and purpose, and,

ultimately, the peri-urban character of the region



Women as agents of change 
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Gender under UNFCCC



National Gender Policies
Since 2019: Working on Gender Mainstreaming under leadership of Ministry of
Environment & Sustainable Development and the Directorat of Climate Change & Risk
Management > aim is disaggregated data on climate change

Legal Framework on promotion and protection of women's right, 1991 - equal rights and
opportunities for men and women & prohibition discrimination on the basis of gender -
Law on violence against women & Law on equal political participation

National Policy on Gender Equality for Women, the National Development Plan with a
Gender Approach and the National Plan of Action against Gender Violence

Promotion on political particitpation, economic empowerment
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