
SAICM 3rd Meeting of the Intersessional Process, IP3 

WECF called for more gender equality in a SAICM Beyond 2020 process and for better protection 

from hazardous chemicals 

 

WECF participated at the third Meeting of the Intersessional Process for considering SAICM and the 

Sound Management of Chemicals and Waste Beyond 2020 (IP3). The meeting took place from 30th 

September – 4th October 2019 in Bangkok, Thailand. More than 300 delegates attended, including 

representatives of governments, intergovernmental organizations, non-governmental organizations, 

and industry. 

Participants continued their discussions on possible elements for a post-2020 platform in terms of 

international cooperation on the sound management of chemicals and waste. The goal of IP3 was 

developing recommendations for a future global regime  on chemicals and waste beyond 2020 and 

to generate, as far as possible, input for a “zero draft” for deliberation at the fourth and last IP 

meeting scheduled in Bucharest, Romania in March 2020.  

 

IP3 focused on the issues TARGETS, GOVERNANCE, MECHANISMS TO SUPPORT IMPLEMENTATION, 

FINANCE and ENABELING FRAMEWORK. New approaches to the institutional design of global 

chemicals management were also discussed, primarily the four conventions of Basel, Rotterdam, 

Stockholm and Minamata in addition to SAICM.  

 

IP3 made a number of important advances in each area but participants couldn’t manage to develop 

a ‘zero draft’ for IP4, which will take place in March 2020 (ENB summary). This draft now will be 

prepared by the SAICM secretariat, which was requested to consolidate the outputs of IP3 into a 

draft for deliberation at IP4. A technical working group on targets, milestones and indicators was 

established to support further work in this area between now and IP4. The Government of Germany 

offered to host a special workshop in January to discuss a possible enhanced enabling framework for 

beyond 2020. 

 

High Civil Society Participation – WECF called for gender equality 

 

WECF took active part in the whole process with providing three statements among the discussion. In 

the opening session WECF called for gender mainstreaming within SAICM Beyond 2020. Women and 

men are impacted differently by chemicals and through different routes. Women are the first 

environment of their children. Globally mostly all children are born pre-polluted, from a range of 50 

to 200 substances found in their little bodies. There is an urgent need to give women a focused 

attention in the SAICM implementation mechanism. Women and Chemicals should be established as 

an issue of concern. Thus, gender mainstreaming into each step of sound chemicals and waste 

management decisions at the national and international levels is crucial for achieving effective and 

inclusive processes. The full statement can be find here… WECF was part of the IPEN network, which 

covered NGO participation in all working groups during the meeting. 

NGOs emphasized that Global chemical production and its project will double by 2030, with rapid 

growth in emerging economies. As a recommendation a new global agreement on chemical safety 

should therefore include both: an upgrade to SAICM, SAICM 2.0, and an enabling framework to 

match the growing challenge of health, environmental, and economic injuries associated with the 

production, use, and disposal of toxic chemicals and wastes. 

Trying to find answers on the four topics - main outcomes 

Which targets, intermediate targets and indicators should apply to a new agreement from 2020? A 

technical working group was set up for this purpose, which is to draw up proposals by the next 

meeting in Bucharest at the end of March 2020. 



Institutional issues: The German government had put forward proposals that would be discussed 

further at a workshop in early 2020. Germany has assumed the presidency for the ICCM 5 

conference, the so-called International Conference on Chemicals Management. ICCM 5 will take 

place in October 2020 in Bonn. There a follow-up agreement on SAICM is to be adopted. 

Implementation mechanisms and their financing: This is one of the pitfalls of the process. Countries 

from the global South have already emphasised that they can only consider a new agreement if 

support is provided for its implementation.  

A stronger scientific basis for global chemicals policy is being discussed under the heading "science-

policy interface". A UNEP options paper is to make proposals for this by mid-2020. The IPCC or IPBES 

are cited as role models. 

Issues of concern 

A NGO paper (http://www.wecf.eu/german/news/2019/SAICM_Post2020.php )endorsed also by WECF  

highlights that the successor to SAICM should contain a new mechanism of action, a process whereby 

issues of concern for which inadequate progress has been made should be progressed to levels with 

obligations on stakeholders. This paper addresses the criteria that could be used in such a process. 

They were developed with the existing issues of concern in mind but would apply also to new issues 

of concern acknowledged under SAICM 2.0. During the discussions on issues of concern NGOs 

presented a chapeau that could be considered as an introduction to the part on issues of concern in 

the be 29 yond 2020 platform. In the chapeau it is recommended that the work on issues of concern 

identified during SAICM (2006-2020) continues as part of the Post 2020 framework. 

Meeting on sustainable chemistry – Sustainable chemistry is not the solution 

WECF had been invited to give a statement about the concept of sustainable chemistry during a 

dinner workshop “Towards a common understanding of sustainable chemistry” hosted by the 

International Sustainable Chemistry Collaborative Centre on the 29th of September in Bangkok. 

Johanna Hausmann, WECF senior policy advisor on chemicals and health, expressed her concern 

about the huge impact hazardous chemicals have on health and environment. She called for 

rebooting the whole system and to stop placing economic interests higher than environmental and 

health protection. The statement can be found here: https://www.wecf.org/sustainable-chemistry-

bangkok-2019/ 

A detailed documentation of the results and discussions at IP3 can be found below: 

http://saicm.org/Beyond2020/IntersessionalProcess/ThirdIntersessionalmeeting/Insessiondocume

nts/tabid/8141/language/en-US/Default.aspx  

https://hej-support.org/all-you-need-to-know-about-saicm-ip3-meeting/  

 

Other documents discussed at IP3 are available at: 

http://saicm.org/Beyond2020/IntersessionalProcess/ThirdIntersessionalmeeting/tabid/8024/langu

age/en-US/Default.aspx 

The SAICM Secretariat shall prepare a progress report in preparation for a SAICM follow-up 

agreement. Inputs are requested for this purpose. Stakeholders who intend to prepare their own 

reports are requested to submit them to the SAICM Secretariat at: saicm.chemicals@un.org by 28 

February 2020. 



Next relevant meetings: 

 21 and 22 January 2020: The ICCM5 Bureau will meet in Buenos Aires 

 23 to 27 March 2020: Next Intersessional Process Meeting (IP4) will take place in Bucharest 

from  

 5 to 9 October 2020: The 5th International Conference on Chemicals Management, at which 

a follow-up agreement for SAICM is to be adopted, will take place in Bonn, Germany. 

Background information: 

The Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM) was adopted in 2006 as a 

policy framework to promote chemical safety around the world. SAICM contains an ambitious goal to 

achieve the sound management of chemicals throughout their life cycle so that by the year 2020 

chemicals are produced and used in ways that minimize significant adverse impacts on the 

environment and human health. As 2020 rapidly approaches, governments have been examining 

progress towards that goal and discussing SAICM’s future beyond 2020, when its current mandate 

expire. More information and the outcomes of the 5days' event can be found here: 

http://enb.iisd.org/chemical/SAICM/iccm5/ip3/1oct.html 


